MASON CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
10/6/2025
Truth in Taxation meeting was held right before the regular meeting at 5:00 p.m. and there was no public in attendance.

President Edison called the regular meeting to order at 5:05 p.m.  Present: Trustees Edison, Power, Zimmerman, Conover, B Brooks, R Brooks and Director Yeoman.  Absent: Smith.

Correspondence & Visitors:

Minutes: The minutes of the 9/2/2025 regular meeting were reviewed.  Conover made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by R Brooks, all ayes, motion carried.  

Treasurer's Report: The treasurer's report for September 2025 was reviewed. Power made a motion to accept the treasurer’s reports, seconded by Conover, voice vote of all ayes (6) of those present, no nays, 1 absent, motion carried.

Library Report:
September
1,806 patrons were served, 3,083 items were checked out, 2,265 items were checked in and 212 overdue items were checked in, 31 magazines were checked out and 29 were checked in, 629 reference questions were resolved, 704 requests were placed, 401 holds were taken care of, 7 patrons were added to the database and 1 was deleted, 156 items were added to the collection and 640 were deleted, 31 PAC logins occurred, and 67 holds were placed in the PAC.

a) After Lacey presented SWANK, teachers are using it and liking the results they are seeing.
b) Turned in the keys to the safety deposit box as we do not have any certificates of deposit.
c) Still waiting on book ends to be delivered in October for the juvenile biography section.  New book ends are helping to reduce shelving issues which makes shelving and finding materials easier.
d) Seating Charts are working well for grade school classes.
K-1 grades: Week 1: Review rules and read “Manners with a Library Book” and “Non stop Talker” to reinforce rules
Week 2: Review rules and learn about spine labels. Also, decorated/personalized own bookmarks while reading “Pop Goes the Nursery Rhyme” and “The Golden Acorn”
2nd Grade: Week 1:Review library rules and read “Lacey Walker, Non stop Talker: and “Splat the Cat and the Late Library Book” to reinforce library rules.
Week 2: Began learning ABC order of the fiction and how to read spine labels to find books. Also, decorated bookmarks while reading same stories as K-1 grades.
3rd Grade: Week 1: Reviewed library rules and read “Splat the Cat and the Late Library Book” and “Never let a Ghost Borrow Your Library Book”
Week 2: Discussed fiction vs nonfiction and how to identify them. Also, making personalized bookmarks.
4th-5th Grades: Week 1: Quick review of library rules and then learn about the Rebecca Caudill book award list and read and excerpt from one “The Fort” by Gordon Korman
Week 2: Took a genre quiz to help determine what genres the students might be interested in reading. Aso discussed the beginning section of the dewey decimal system and what books are located there. Decorated/personalized bookmarks.
e) IL Funds had an average monthly interest rate of 4.369% for September
f) Will be doing the pumpkin decorating contest in October for K-8 and Student Treasures Z(each class in 4th grade will create a book by each student choosing and animal and finding information in both books and our online databases and then working with the art teacher to draw a picture of their animal to go into the book with the information) in November.
g) Library Crawl begins Oct 1st and ends the 31st. Our patrons who participate and visit five of the 198 libraries will receive a Library Crawl pin.
h) Will begin to teach sign language to the grade school students to cut back on the chatter. For example-yes, no, maybe in sign language rather than shouting it out.
i) Still re-barcoding to the outside of the books
j) Will be using buzzers for a pumpkin trivia
k) Making pumpkin jack where there is a pumpkin in a jar and watching it decompose and then replanting the seeds to regrow in the spring. (relates to a book being read about how a pumpkin decomposes through the seasons and regrows in the spring)
l) New table and chairs so all the students have a table to sit at.
m) Rita Paige is our library mascot. She dresses for occasions-currently she is in her witch costume for Halloween. The students love her. She is at the checkout desk if you want to see her.
n) Through ILA we have been able to set up a business account (normally costs $275 yr) that allows us to be invoiced so our Amazon purchases will be coming through this avenue now.


New Business:
Ordinance 25-3 (the levy)  was reviewed. A motion was made by b Brooks, seconded by Conover to approve Ordinance 25-3, all ayes of those present (6), no nays, 1 absent. 


Unfinished Business: 

Committee Reports: 
Finance/Personnel (Edison, B Brooks, Power & Zimmerman): No Report 
Policy (Edison, Power, Zimmerman & Conover): No Report 
Building & Grounds (Edison, R Brooks, Smith & Conover): No Report
Long Range Planning (Edison, Smith, R Brooks & B Brooks): No Report 
School/Library Committee (Edison, Smith & Power): No Report

Power made a motion to adjourn, seconded by B Brooks, all ayes, meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m.
						
Respectfully submitted, 
						Gisa Power - Secretary
