MASON CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
2/2/2026

President Edison called the regular meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  Present: Trustees Edison, Power, Zimmerman, Conover, B Brooks, R Brooks and Director Yeoman.  Absent: Smith

Correspondence & Visitors:

Minutes: The minutes of the 11/3/2025 regular meeting were reviewed.  Conover made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by Zimmerman, all ayes, motion carried.  

Treasurer's Report: The treasurer's report for November & December 2025 and January 2026 were reviewed. Power made a motion to accept the treasurer’s reports, seconded by Conover, voice vote of all ayes (6) of those present, no nays, one absent, motion carried.

Library Report:
November
1,207 patrons were served, 2,286 items were checked out, 1.895 items were checked in and 236 overdue items were checked in, 23 magazines were checked out and 19 were checked in, 543 reference questions were resolved, 336 requests were placed, 293 holds were taken care of, 1 patron was added to the database and 0 were deleted, 88 items were added to the collection and 12 were deleted, 25 PAC logins occurred, and 116 holds were placed in the PAC.

December
1,418 patrons were served, 1,944 items were checked out, 1,752 items were checked in and 254 overdue items were checked in, 21 magazines were checked out and 21 were checked in, 509 reference questions were resolved, 315 requests were placed, 353 holds were taken care of, 0 patrons were added to the database and 3 were deleted, 101 items were added to the collection and 28 were deleted, 27 PAC logins occurred, and 75 holds were placed in the PAC.

January
1,423 patrons were served, 1,929 items were checked out, 1,665 items were checked in and 263 overdue items were checked in, 16 magazines were checked out and 21 were checked in, 482 reference questions were resolved, 575 requests were placed, 369 holds were taken care of, 4 patrons were added to the database and 1 was deleted, 97 items were added to the collection and 8 were deleted, 38 PAC logins occurred, and 107 holds were placed in the PAC.


a) Turned in the tax levy confirmation to the county clerk
b) Statements of Economic Interest along with instructions for completing it were given to trustees
c) IL funds averaged 4.098% in November, 3.945% in December and 3.827% in January
d) Applied for a composting grant and was awarded the grant which will begin in February
e) Books going to other libraries in delivery no longer need labels which save time.
f) Finished the Per Capita grant and will be looking into what is new/different and what needs to be updated/created to meet the IL Library Standards that are now online and no longer in paper format
g) Attended a small pubs meeting in Sherman and learned what is new on the IPLAR
h) Attended via Zoom the SHARE circulation, cataloging and finance committee meetings each held every other month.
i) Attended webinars (1) Succession Planning and (2) Days and Dates to Remember given by library lawyer Phil Linzini
j) Elementary at the Library
November
K-1 grades: Week 1: Read “The Ugly Pumpkin” and learned the first three letters of the sign language alphabet.
Week 2: Read “Duck and Hippo Give Thanks” and “Thanksgiving” and learned three more letters of the sign language alphabet.
2nd Grade: Week 1&2: Read a few chapters from green spine label books. Green label books are beginning chapter books that are a great choice for second graders. Also discussed what we are thankful for in week 2
3rd Grade: Week 1: Read “Disgusting Bugs and Disgusting Foods” with the magic speaker and discussed the characteristics of nonfiction.
Week 2: Discussed what we are thankful for and where Thanksgiving books can be found.
4th-5th Grades: Week 1 & 2: Began working on their research and book writing projects. 4th grade will focus on animal research and 5th grade will focus on a state research.


December
K-1 grades: Week 1: Read “After the Fall” & “If You Take a Mouse to the Movies” and learned more of the sign language alphabet.
Week 2: Read “Have Yourself a Cheesy Little Christmas” with the magic speaker and colored a Christmas coloring sheet.
2nd Grade: Week 1&2: More green label books and a Christmas coloring sheet along with the story “Have Yourself a Cheesy Little Christmas”
3rd Grade: Week 1:Assigned a section of the library and given 2-3 minutes to read book summaries and then share their favorite with the class. 
Week 2: Same as week one and a Christmas read-a-loud as time permitted.
4th-5th Grades: Week 1 & 2: Continued work on research projects.
January
K-1 grades: Week 1: Read “Sneezy the Snowman” & “Snowman at Night” and continued learning sign language alphabet.  Week 2: Read “Just One Flake”. Then cut out snowflakes while listening to “Lady Pancake and Sir French Toast Mission Defrostable”.
2nd Grade: Week 1: Learned about the five-finger rule so students would be able to evaluate on their own if a book was too easy, just right or too difficult. Week 2:Discussed how to find fiction books and then organized in ABC order authors by last name to reinforce how to find fiction books in the library.
3rd Grade: Week 1&2:Did book tastings. This is where summaries of a book were read and if the student liked the book, he/she could add it their menu of what they might be interested in reading someday.
4th-5th Grades: Week 1 & 2: Continued work on research projects

New Business:

Unfinished Business: 

Committee Reports: 
Finance/Personnel (Edison, B Brooks, Power & Zimmerman): No Report 
Policy (Edison, Power, Zimmerman & Conover): No Report 
Building & Grounds (Edison, R Brooks, Smith & Conover): No Report
Long Range Planning (Edison, Smith, R Brooks & B Brooks): No Report 
School/Library Committee (Edison, Smith & Power): No Report

Power made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Conover, all ayes, meeting adjourned at 5:57 p.m.
						
Respectfully submitted, 
						Gisa Power - Secretary
