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Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed   (J SEE)   226 pages

Twelve-year-old Amal’s dream of becoming a teacher one day is dashed in an instant when she accidentally insults a  member of her Pakistani village’s ruling family. As punishment for her behavior, she is forced to leave her heartbroken family behind and go work at their estate. Amal is distraught but has faced setbacks before. So, she summons her courage and begins navigating the complex rules of life as a servant, with all its attendant jealousies and pecking-order woes. Most troubling, though, is Amal’s increasing awareness of the deadly measures the Khan family will go to in order to stay in control. It’s clear that their hold over her village will never loosen as long as everyone is too afraid to challenge them—so if Amal is to have any chance of ensuring her loved ones’ safety and winning back her freedom, she must find a way to work with the other servants to make it happen.
Becoming Kareem by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar   (JB ABD)  289 pages

An autobiography about Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and his life growing up in New York, becoming the basketball star he’s known to be, and getting involved in the world around him as an activist for social change.
Drum Roll, Please by Lisa Jenn Bigelow   (J BIG)   306 pages

Unexpectedly enjoying her membership in a band she was talked into joining, drummer Melly embarks on what she believes will be a rocking summer at camp only to find everything upended by her parents’ separation, her best friend’s estrangement, her crush on a fellow camper and her doubts about her performance readiness.
Front Desk by Kelly Yang   (J YAN)   286 pages

After emigrating from China, ten-year-old Mia Tang’s parents take a job managing a rundown motel, despite the nasty owner, Mr. Yao, who exploits them, while she works the front desk and tries to cope with fitting in at her school.
A Good Kind of Trouble by Lisa Moore Ramee   (J RAM)   358 pages

After attending a powerful protest, Shayla starts wearing an armband to school to support the Black Lives Matter movement, but when the school givers her an ultimatum, she is forced to choose between her education and her identity.
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds   (F REY YA)   306 pages
As Will, fifteen, sets out to avenge his brother Shawn's fatal shooting, seven ghosts who knew Shawn board the elevator and reveal truths Will needs to know.
Me, Frida, and the Secret of the Peacock Ring by Angela Cervantes   (J CER)   220 pages

When Lizzie and Gael share an irresistible challenge to find the peacock ring that once belonged to artist Frida Kahlo, Paloma decides it is the perfect way to honor her father.
The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl  by Stacy McAnulty   (J MCA)   293 pages
A lightning strike made Lucy, twelve, a math genius but after years of homeschooling, her grandmother enrolls her in middle school and she learns that life is more than numbers.
New Kid by Jerry Craft   (J CRA)   249 pages
Enrolled in a prestigious private school where he is one of only a few students of color, talented seventh grade artist Jordan finds himself torn between the worlds of his Washington Heights apartment home and the upscale circles of Riverdale Academy.
Nightbooks by J.A. White   (F WHI)   294 pages

Alex’s original hair-raising tales are the only thing keeping the witch Natacha happy, but soon he’ll run out of pages to read from and be trapped forever. He’s loved scary stories his whole life, and he knows most don’t have a happily ever after. Now that Alex is trapped in a true terrifying tale, he’s desperate for a different ending—and a way out of this twisted place.
Nowhere Boy by Katherine Marsh   (J MAR)   362 pages

Fourteen-year-old Ahmed, a Syrian refugee, and thirteen-year-old Max, an American boy, are bound by a secret that sets them on the adventure of a lifetime.
The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz   (J DIA) 308 pages
Twelve-year-old Jaime makes the treacherous journey from his home in Guatemala to his older brother in New Mexico after his cousin is murdered by a drug cartel.
The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson   (J JOH) 331 pages

Twelve-year-old Candice Miller is spending the summer in Lambert, South Carolina, in the old house that belonged to her grandmother, who died after being dismissed as city manager for having the city tennis courts dug up looking for buried treasure--but when she finds the letter that sent her grandmother on the treasure hunt, she finds herself caught up in the mystery and, with the help of her new friend and fellow book-worm, Brandon, she sets out to find the inheritance, exonerate her grandmother, and expose an injustice once committed against an African American family in Lambert. 
Resistance  by Jennifer A. Nielsen   (J NIE)   385 pages

In 1942 sixteen-year-old Chaya Lindner is a Jewish girl living in Nazi-occupied Poland, a courier who smuggles food and documents to the isolated Jewish ghettos in southern Poland, depending on her forged papers and "Aryan" features--but when a mission goes wrong and many of her colleagues are arrested she finds herself on a journey to Warsaw, where an uprising is in the works.
Small Spaces by Katherine Arden   (J ARD)   218 pages
After suffering a tragic loss, eleven-year-old Ollie who only finds solace in books discovers a chilling ghost story about a girl named Beth, the two brothers who loved her, and a peculiar deal made with "the smiling man"--a sinister specter who grants your most tightly held wish, but only for the ultimate price. Captivated by the tale, Ollie begins to wonder if the smiling man might be real when she stumbles upon the graves of the very people she's been reading about on a school trip to a nearby farm. Then, later, when her school bus breaks down on the ride home, the strange bus driver tells Ollie and her classmates: "Best get moving. At nightfall they'll come for the rest of you."
Speechless by Adam P. Schmitt   (J SCH)   293 pages

As if being stuffed into last year’s dress pants at his cousin’s wake weren’t uncomfortable enough, thirteen-year-old Jimmy has just learned from his mother that he has to say a few words at the funeral the next day. What could he possibly say about his cousin, who ruined everything they did? He can’t recall one birthday party, family gathering, or school event with Patrick that didn’t result in injury or destruction. As Jimmy attempts to navigate the odd social norms of the wake, he draws on humor, heartfelt concern, and a good deal of angst while racking his brain and his memory for a decent and meaningful memory to share. But it’s not until faced with a microphone that the realization finally hits him: it’s not the words that are spoken that matter the most, but those that are truly heard.
Spirit Hunters by Ellen Oh   (J OH)   276 pages
Harper doesn't trust her new home from the moment she steps inside, and the rumors are that the Raine family's new house is haunted. Harper isn't sure she believes those rumors, until her younger brother, Michael, starts acting strangely. She knows that the memories she's blocking will help make sense of her brother's behavior and the strange and threatening sensations she feels in this house, but will she be able to put the pieces together in time?
Stormy Seas: Stories of Young Boat Refugees by Mary Beth Leatherdale   (J LEA)   56 pages

Five true stories, from 1939 to today, about young people who lived through the harrowing experience of setting sail in search of asylum.
Sweep: The Story of a Girl and Her Monster by Jonathan Auxier   (J AUX)   344 pages 

In nineteenth-century England, after her father's disappearance Nan Sparrow, ten, works as a "climbing boy," aiding chimney sweeps, but when her most treasured possessions end up in a fireplace, she unwittingly creates a golem.
Twelve Days in May: Freedom Ride 1961 by Larry Dane Brimner   (J BRI)   111 pages

For twelve history-making days in May 1961, thirteen black and white civil rights activists, also known as the Freedom Riders, traveled by bus into the South to draw attention to the unconstitutional segregation still taking place. Despite their peaceful protests, the Freedom Riders were met with increasing violence the further south they traveled.
