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Title
   Author   (Call #)   Page Count   Summary of book

Because of the Rabbit by Cynthia Lord  (J LOR) 183 pages
On the last night of summer, Emma and her father rescue a little bunny. Emma convinces her father to bring him home for the night. The next day, Emma starts public school for the very first time after years of being homeschooled. More than anything, Emma wants to make a best friend in school. But things don’t go as planned. On the first day of school, she’s paired with a boy named Jack for a project. Jack doesn’t fit in and Emma’s worried he’ll make her stand out. Emma and Jack bond over her rescue rabbit. But will their new friendship keep Emma from finding the new best friend she’s meant to have?
Blended by Sharon Draper  (J DRA) 308 pages
Eleven-year-old Isabella’s parents are divorced, so she has to switch lives every week. Because of this, Isabella has always felt pulled between two worlds. And now that her parents are divorced, it seems their fights are even worse, and they’re always about her. And she is beginning to realize that being split between Mom and Dad involves more than switching houses, switching nicknames, switching backpacks: it’s also about switching identities. Her dad is black, her mom is white. And when her parents, who both get engaged at the same time, get in their biggest fight ever, Isabella doesn’t just feel divided, she feels ripped in two. What does it mean to be half white or half black? T belong to half mom and half dad? And if you’re only seen as half of this and half of that, how can you ever feel whole?
Does it Fart?: A Kid’s Guide to the Gas Animals Pass  by Nick Caruso (J 591.5 CAR) unpaged
An illustrated guide to whether or not  various animals pass gas, infused with humor and scientific facts.
Framed by James Ponti (J PON) 292 pages
In Washington, D.C., twelve-year-old Florian Bates, a consulting detective for the FBI, and his best friend Margaret help thwart the biggest are heist in United States history.
Hana’s Suitcase: A True Story by Karen Levine (JB BRA) 111 pages
A biography of a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust, told in alternating chapters with an account of how the curator of a Japanese Holocaust center learned about her life after Hana’s suitcase was sent to her.
Handimals: Animals in Art and Nature by Silvia Lopez (J 704.9432 DAN) unpaged
With a gift for fine art and a lifelong love of nature, Daniele paints magnificent animal subjects on an unconventional canvas-human hands. This awe-inspiring collection showcases 16 creatures along with photos and factual information about the various species.
Klawde: Evil Alien Warlord Cat by Johnny Marciano  (J MAR)  221 pages
Klawde, the exiled ruler of the planet Lyttyrboks, and Raj, who just moved from Brooklyn to tine Elba, Oregon, forge an unlikely friendship as they find their footing in a strange new world.
Let the Children March by Monica Clark-Robinson  (E CLA)  unpaged
Under the leadership of Dr. Martin Luther King, children and teenagers march against segregation in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1963.
The Oldest Student: How Mary Walker Learned to Read by Rita Lorraine Hubbard (EB WAL) unpaged
A picture book biography sharing the inspiring and incredible true story of the nation’s oldest student, Mary Walker, who learned to read at the age of 116.
One-Third Nerd by Gennifer Choldenko (J CHO)  211 pages
Ten-year-old Liam and his two younger sisters, precocious third-grader Dakota and second-grader Izzy, who has Down syndrome, face the possibility of losing their beloved dog, Cupcake, who keeps urinating on their apartment’s carpet.
Other Words for Home by Jasmine Warga (J WAR) 342 pages
Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. At first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for starting school in the US—and her new label of “Middle Eastern, “ an identity she’s never known before. But this life also brings unexpected surprises-there are new friends, a whole new family, and a school musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen as she really is.
Pie in the Sky by Remy Lai (J LAI)  380 pages
Feeling as out of place as if he landed on Mars when his family moves to an English-speaking country, 11-year-old Jingwen dreams about the cakes he would have baked with his late father, a hope that is challenged by his mother’s strict kitchen safety rules.
Planet Omar: Accident Trouble Magnet by Zanib Mian (J MIA) 205 pages
Imaginative Omar goes through the ups and downs of starting a new school and making new friends with the help of his wonderful and silly Muslim family.
Prairie Lotus by Linda Sue Park (J PAR) 261 pages
In Dakota Territory in the 1880s, Hanna, who is half-Asian, is determined to fit in and realize her dreams: getting an education, becoming a dressmaker in her father’s shop, and making at least one friend. Hanna’s adjustment to her new surroundings, which primarily means negotiating the townspeople’s almost unanimous prejudice against Asians, is at the heart of the story.
Project Z: A Zombie Ate My Homework by Tom Greenwald  (J GRE)  241 pages 
Undead and on the run! Arnold Z. Ombee has escaped a secret government lab that’s developing zombies. Fortunately, he’s found by the Kinders, a warmhearted human couple who are determined to help keep his zombie status under wraps. The Kinders decide Arnold will become part of their family. They help him disguise his zombie appearance and teach him how to act like a real human boy. After a lot of practice, he’s ready for the ultimate test: fifth grade!
Roll With It by Jamie Sumner (J SUM)  250 pages
Twelve-year-old Ellie, who has cerebral palsy, finds her life transformed when she moves with her mother to a small-town Oklahoma to help care for her grandfather, who has Alzheimer’s Disease.
Unicorn Rescue Society: The Creature of the Pines by Adam Gidwitz (J GID)  167 pages
After encountering a Jersey Devil while on a field trip to the Pine Barrens, Elliot and his new friend Uchenna help their weird teacher Professor Fauna rescue the mythological creature from a pair of greedy billionaire brothers.
The Unstoppable Garrett Morgan: Inventor, Entrepreneur, Hero by Joan DiCicco (JB MOR) unpaged
The biography of Garrett A. Morgan, an African American entrepreneur and prolific inventor, whose bravery saved lives at the Cleveland Waterworks Disaster in 1916.
The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street by Karina Yan Glaser (J GLA) 297 pages
Told that they will have to move out of their Harlem brownstone just after Christmas, the five Vanderbeeker children, ages four to twelve, decide to change their reclusive landlord’s mind.
What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting Our Planet by Jess French (J 363.7 FRE) 72 pages
Introduces young ecologists to the negative and positive impact of human activities on the environment, from pollution and litter to renewable energy and plastic recycling.
