Monarch Book Award Winners 2005 – Present
All titles can be requested through our online card catalog at www.masoncitylibrary.org
Title
  Author/Illustrator (Call #) Summary of Book
2026: Claude: The True Story of a White Alligator  by Emma Bland  
     
(E 597.98 BLA)                                           
A nonfiction picture book about Claude the albino alligator at the California Academy of Sciences.

2025: There’s a Ghost in This House  by Oliver Jeffers  


     

 (E JEF)                                           
A young girl lives in a haunted house, but she has never seen a ghost. Are they white with holes for eyes? Are they hard to see? Step inside and help the girl as she searches under the stairs, behind the sofa, and in the attic for the ghost.

2024: Chez Bob by Bob Shea  


     


   

   (E SHE)                                           
A lazy alligator comes up with a plan to lure his prey by opening up a restaurant for birds--until he realizes that birds are even better as friends.
2023: Are You A Cheeseburger by Monica Arnaldo  


     


   (E ARN)                                           
Grub is a lonely raccoon rumbling in the trash for food. Seed is a seed patiently waiting in the trash, hoping someone will plant it. When the two finally meet, they realize they might be able to help each other! Grub wonders what Seed will grow, and is hoping it's Grub's favorite food, mouthwatering cheeseburgers.
2022: Potato Pants by Laurie Keller  





              (E KEL)                                           
Potato is very excited to buy a pair of pants on sale at Lance Vance's Fancy Pants Store, but when he sees Eggplant, who pushed him the day before, he is afraid to go in.

2021: Can I Be Your Dog? by Troy Cummings  





(E CUM)                                           
Arfy, a dog looking for a home, sends letters to prospective owners on Butternut Street, with surprising results. Readers will be happily surprised to learn just who steps up to adopt him.

2020: Baby Monkey, Private Eye by Brian Selznick 





 (E SEL)
Baby Monkey, private eye, will investigate stolen jewels, missing pizzas, and other mysteries—if he can manage to figure out how to put his pants on.

2019: Creepy Pair of Underwear   by Aaron Reynolds / ill.by Peter Brown             
(E REY)   
Jasper Rabbit is not afraid of the dark, and he’s definitely not afraid of something as silly as underwear.  But when the lights go out, suddenly his new big rabbit underwear glows in the dark.  But after trying everything to get rid of them, they keep coming back!

2018: Sam And Dave Dig a Hole  by Mac Barnett / ill. by Jon Klassen 
         

(E BAR)
Sam and Dave are sure they will discover something exciting if they just keep digging their hole.
2017: Gaston  by Kelly DiPucchio / ill. by Christian Robinson 

         

 (E DIP)
A proper bulldog raised in a poodle family and a tough poodle raised in a bulldog family meet one day in the park.
2016: Breaking News: Bear Alert by David Biedrzycki


          

(E BIE)   
Two bears awaken from hibernation and go to town—literally. During their visit, they eat at a diner, dress up at a department store, and stop a couple of bank robbers, all the while mistaking the townspeople’s terror for friendliness. Will the bears terrorize the town? Will the cat burglars be caught will the city come to a grinding halt?
2015: The Day the Crayons Quit  by Drew Daywalt / ill. by Oliver Jeffers
       
          (E DAY)
When Duncan arrives at school one morning, he finds a stack of letters, one from each of his crayons, complaining about how he uses them.
2014: The Gingerbread Man Loose in the School  by Laura Murray / ill. by Mike Lowry    (E MUR)
A gingerbread man searches all over the school for the group of children that made him and then left him behind.
2013: Pete the Cat: Rocking in My School Shoes  by Eric Litwin / ill. by James Dean
(E LIT)
Pete the cat wears his school shoes when visiting the library, the lunchroom, the playground, and more while singing his special song.
2012: Shark vs. Train by Chris Barton / ill. by Tom Lichtenheld  

        

(E BAR)
A shark and a train compete in a series of contests on a seesaw, in hot air balloons, bowling, shooting baskets, playing hide-and-seek, and more.
2011: Rhyming Dust Bunnies by Jan Thomas



                    

(E THO)
As three dust bunnies, Ed, Ned, and Ted, are demonstrating how much they love to rhyme, a fourth, Bob, is trying to warn them of approaching danger.
2010: Scaredy Squirrel by Melanie Watt


 

        

(E WAT)
Meet Scaredy Squirrel, a squirrel who never leaves his nut tree because he’s afraid of the unknown “out there.” But then, something unexpected happens that may just change his outlook.
2009: Once Upon A Cool Motorcycle Dude by Kevin O’Malley

         

 (E OMA)   
Cooperatively writing a fairy tale for school, a girl imagines a beautiful princess whose beloved ponies are being stolen by a giant, and a boy conjures up the muscular biker who will guard the last pony in exchange for gold.
2008: If I Built a Car by Chris Van Dusen



        
         

(E VAN)
Jack describes the kind of car he would build—one with amazing accessories and with the capability of traveling on land, in the air, and on and under the sea.
2007: Dex: The Heart of a Hero by Carolyn Buehner / ill. by Mark Buehner        

(E BUE)
Tired of being overlooked because he is so small, Dexter, a big-hearted dog with big dreams transforms himself into a superhero.
2006: My Lucky Day  by Keiko Kasza     




        

(E KAS)
When a young pig knocks on a fox’s door, the fox things dinner has arrived, but the pig has other plans.
2005: David Gets in Trouble  by David Shannon



        

(E SHA)
When David gets into trouble, he has excuses right up until bedtime, when he realizes he is really sorry. 
